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HISTORIC PRESERVATIONIST SPEAKS AT O’CONNOR CENTER
MISSOULA The founder and co-director of a program to preserve New York City’s history and
tradition will give a talk Thursday, Feb. 8, at The University of Montana-Missoula’s
O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Ned Kaufman will discuss “Places That Matter: Preserving History - East and W est,”
starting at 7:30 p.m. in the first-floor meeting room at the Milwaukee Station, located next to
the Higgins Avenue Bridge on the Clark Fork River. The lecture is free and open to the public.
Kaufman was the driving force behind the founding of Place Matters, a nonprofit
program dedicated to discovering and protecting New York’s places of history and tradition.
Place Matters’ philosophy states that preservation should include stories, memories, traditions
and history, not just buildings.
“History and tradition help people to bond with the places they live and w ork,” he
wrote. “The most successful preservation efforts come from joining citizens and their stories
and memories with preservationists, historians, artists and other trained professionals.”
Place Matters has developed a range of programs to put its philosophy into practice,
including the Census of Places That Matter, community forums and concerts, and educational
programs for immigrant youths.
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Kaufman holds a doctorate in architectural history from Yale University and has taught
at Columbia and Duke universities and the University of Chicago. He has lectured widely and
often at such places as the American Planning Institute, the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, the NAACP Legal Defense Fund and universities around the United States and in
Great Britain.
Before launching Place Matters, he was director of history preservation for the
Municipal Art Society of new York, where he led successful campaigns to save Ellis Island’s
historic hospital buildings, New York’s 18th-century African Burial Ground and other
<

important sites. During his tenure, the society received the first-ever Trustees Award for
Organizational Excellence from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Kaufman’s writings include “History Happened H ere,” the first comprehensive plan in
any American city for preserving community history. Other writings have appeared in journals
such as Preservation Forum, Culturefront and Places.
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